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BAGHDAD, Iraq - - The debate has gone on for 
years: should women serve with combat units in the 
military? 
 If the question asks whether female soldiers 
are up to the challenge and rigor of infantry duties, 
one woman serving in Iraq would answer with a 
definite “Yes.” 
 Spc. Melissa Kranning, a petroleum supply 
specialist attached to A Company, 2nd Battalion, 6th 
Infantry Regiment, is serving in what is regularly an 
all-male combat unit. Although not assigned to the 
infantry unit, she and two other women soldiers are 
attached to the unit for duty in Baghdad. 
 Due to religious and cultural beliefs in Iraq, 
women soldiers serving with infantry units have 
become a necessity. Soldiers serving as gate guards 
must search female civilians coming through the gate 
to ensure that someone does not smuggle a weapon 
or explosive device onto the compound. While on 
patrol, women soldiers search suspected female 
criminals. 
 Often, the people who Kranning most 
frequently searches are Muslim women who do not 
wish to be touched by men whom they do not know. 
 Kranning, 20, a Minerva, Ohio, native, 
deployed to Iraq with her unit, the 47th Forward 
Support Battalion, a 1st Armored Division unit out of 
Baumholder, Germany. When offered the 
opportunity, she volunteered to be attached to 2/6 
Infantry. 
 Kranning’s home unit is assigned to the 
Baghdad International Airport. Many 47th FSB  
soldiers’ missions do not require them to leave the 
installation. 
  “I get to go out and see the city,” she said. 
“That’s something a lot of people in my unit don’t get 
to do.” 
 Kranning also found that life with an infantry 
unit is much different from what she is used to.  

“It’s a totally different world. They 
(infantrymen) have a different way of thinking,” she 
said. “They have a ‘go out and get them’ kind of 
attitude.” 

 As far as duties are concerned, Kranning 

Petroleum specialist walking in infantryman’s boots 

Spc. Melissa Kranning, a petroleum supply specialist 
attached to A Company, 2nd Battalion, 6th Infantry 
Regiment, pulls security while on a patrol in Baghdad.  
 
does not see a distinction between herself and the other 
soldiers in A Company.  

Her job is to search women for weapons coming 
through the gate while she’s on duty there, and to prevent 
or stop any crime while on patrol.  

If women are suspected of a crime, Kranning 
searches them. 

“She’s a hard worker,” said Staff Sgt. Julio Fortis, 
her squad leader from A Company, 2/6 Infantry. “She 
sticks with us in the extreme heat and on long road 
marches while we’re on patrol. She doesn’t fall out.” 

“The way she works, there should be females in 
the infantry,” Fortis said.  



 

NEWS 
Hurricane Claudette's Eye Reaches Texas 
PORT O'CONNOR, Texas (AP) - Hurricane Claudette 
roared onto the Texas Gulf Coast with whistling wind 
and heavy rain Tuesday, pounding the beaches with 
high waves and chasing some people to higher ground. 
The storm's broad eye crossed the shore late in the 
morning, surrounded by wind blowing at around 80 
mph. 
 
Greenspan Says Fed Could Cut Rates Again 
WASHINGTON (AP) - The Federal Reserve stands 
ready to reduce interest rates even further if necessary 
to boost the sluggish economy and guard against a 
destabilizing fall in prices, Federal Reserve Chairman 
Alan Greenspan said Tuesday. Greenspan said that 
the Fed was prepared to leave interest rates at low 
levels "for as long as it takes" - even though rates are 
at a 45-year low. The goal would be to get the economy 
growing at a faster pace, he said. 
 
White House Projects Record $455B Deficit 
WASHINGTON (AP) - The Bush administration 
projected that the federal deficit will climb to a record 
$455 billion this year and surge to $475 billion in 2004, 
underscoring the toll that recession, tax cuts and the 
fight against terror is taking on the government's books. 
The White House estimated the red ink will begin to 
ease after that, dipping to $213 billion in 2007. The 
deficit will bump upward again to $226 billion in 2008. 
 
Ex-POW Jessica Lynch Expected Home Soon 
ELIZABETH, W.Va. (AP) - Former Army POW Jessica 
Lynch is expected to return home to West Virginia next 
week, a family spokesman said Tuesday. Lynch, a 
private first class, is to be released July 22 from Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center in Washington and should 
arrive in Wirt County by mid-afternoon, family 
spokesman Randy Coleman said. 
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SPORTS 
Former Cowboys GM Schramm dies  
DALLAS (AP) -- Tex Schramm, the innovative 
showman who helped build the Dallas Cowboys into 
"America's Team" and was instrumental in the NFL's 
evolution and popularity, died Tuesday.  

Schramm's son-in-law, Greg Court, said that 
the former Cowboys president and general manager 
died at his Dallas home. He was 83. 

Schramm hired Tom Landry as the Cowboys' 
first head coach and was with the team for the first 29 
seasons. He left in 1989, two months after Jerry Jones 
bought the club and fired Landry. Two years later, he 
was elected to the Pro Football Hall of Fame.  

 

In other news… 
 

Britain May Have Had Lasagna Before Italy  
By SUE LEEMAN 
LONDON (AP) -- After a hard day's jousting, what a 
medieval English knight needed was.... a plate of 
lasagna. 

And he apparently could have it, according to 
British researchers who claim to have found a British 
recipe for lasagna dating from the 14th century - long 
before Italian chefs came up with the concoction of 
layers of pasta topped with cheese. 

"This is the first recorded recipe for a lasagna-
based dish," David Crompton, one of the researchers, 
said Tuesday. "The Italian dish has tomatoes, which 
were only discovered two centuries later in the New 
World." 

Food historians have suggested the dish has a 
very ancient history. 

Crompton and others who are organizing a 
medieval festival to be held at Berkeley Castle in 
southern England later this month found the recipe in 
"The Forme of Cury" at the British Museum.  
Commissioned by King Richard II in 1390 and it is 
regarded as one of the world's oldest recipe books. 

"We prepared the medieval lasagna yesterday 
at the castle and it was delicious, although strangely 
sweet and spicy," Crompton said. Among its 
ingredients are cinnamon and saffron, not usually 
found in the Italian version. 

To create loseyns (pronounced lasan), "The 
Forme of Cury" advises the cook to make a paste from 
flour of "panedemayn," a substance which hasn't been 
identified; roll it thin and cook it with grated cheese and 
sweet powder. 

The Italians are having none of it. "Whatever 
this old dish was called, it was not lasagna as we make 
it," an Italian Embassy spokesman said. 

Chaplain’s thought for the day:  
The Storms of Life 
 
He alone stretches out the heavens and treads on the waves 
of the sea. (NIV) 
 

When tropical storm Gabrielle passed through 
Sarasota, Florida, winds were close to 70 mph. As they 
surveyed the storm damage the people of Sarasota were 
amazed at the power of Gabrielle.  

Huge trees had fallen on a number of neighborhood 
homes. Oak trees, some with trunks two feet thick were 
uprooted. Sailboats scattered on the banks of the bay; a tree 
on a golf course with a trunk six feet in diameter was split 
from lightning. The raw power of creation was obvious to all. 

Tropical storm Gabrielle reminds us again of how 
little control we really have in life. No one could harness the 
storm and make it subside . . . no one that is except God.   
                         

As you go through the storms of life, look to the One 
who can harness the wind and the waves. 

TODAY’S WEATHER  
 

High: 111F   
Low:  82F 

 


